The ABC’s of Kindergarten 
Zion Lutheran School

A

Attendance is important to your child’s progress both academically and socially and is greatly influenced by daily participation.  Please make sure your child is at school every day.

Arrival-Before school care room (3 Yr. nursery school room) is open at 7:00 a.m.  Children who arrive at school between 7:30 and 7:50 a.m. should go to the gym.  Children are dismissed to their classrooms at 7:50 a.m. when the first bell rings.  Students should be in their classrooms at 8:00 a.m.
Absence- If your child will not be in school, please call the office (377-5507) to report their absence.

After school care-After school care is provided from 3:00 -5:00 p.m. each regular school day.  Please see the Zion Parent Student Handbook for fees and additional info.

B

Backpacks-Students should get into the habit of bringing their backpack to school with them each day. 
Baptism birthday- We recognize students’ baptismal birthdays at the first chapel service of each month.  They will receive a small token to celebrate the day they became one of God’s dear children. 
Birthdays are important to 5 and 6 year olds and we certainly want to celebrate them.  If you would like to send a treat to share on their special day, that would be fine.  If you are planning a party and would like to pass out invitations at school, I would be happy to do that-as long as all students are invited or it is an all-girl or all-boy party. 

Book-Buddies-The 4th grade class comes to our classroom once a week and reads with our students, one on one.  They are also our Chapel Buddies. They sit with their buddies during chapel, and help them follow along.  (We change buddies each quarter, to give them time to get to know each other. They love knowing the big kids!)  

Book-It Program- We participate in the Pizza Hut reading program.  It runs from October-March   More info on this will come home in October.

C
Calendar-Please check the school newsletter for a monthly calendar of school events and the daily lunch menu.

Chapel is on Wednesdays from 8:15-8:45 a.m. in the church sanctuary.  Our offerings are sent to different monthly mission needs.  Parents are always welcome to attend chapel with us.  We will begin our year with a chapel service on the first day of school..
Computers-We have 2- 30 minute computer class periods each week.  We also have computers in our classroom for use during free time.

Conferences- We have Parent/Teacher conferences twice a year, in the fall and spring.  They are at school, and last about 20 minutes, Everyone has one in the fall.  In the spring, they are at the request of the parent or teacher.

D

Dismissal - The students are dismissed from the room at 3:00 p.m.  After school care kids go directly downstairs to ASC.  Teachers lead the car-line students outside to the sidewalk in front of school for pick-up.  If students are not picked up by 3:15 p.m., they are sent to the after-school room, located in the basement of the school.  For a secure campus and each child’s safety, you must enter the school through the doors by the office.  All other doors are locked from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Dress code-Zion’s dress code is found in the Parent Student Handbook.
E

E-mail-My e-mail address at school is tstark@zionbethalto.org.  I will do my best to check my e-mails daily and answer promptly.

Early dismissal-Early dismissal days are noted on the school calendar.  School is dismissed at 11:30 a.m.  There is no lunch on these days.

F
Family projects-We will be doing monthly projects at home and brought to school to share with our friends.  The first project is a family photo page for our school family album.
Field trips- We take several field trips during the year.  Parents will be asked to serve as chaperones and must ride on the bus with the students.   (Siblings are not allowed to participate.)  Permission slips are sent home several days before and must be returned by the due date.  Students who do not return a permission form will not be allowed to go on the field trip.

Fire drills are practiced many times during the year to familiarize your child with the procedure for exiting the building quickly and quietly in case of a fire.

Friendship-At the beginning of every day, we sing one of many friendship songs that your child will be learning this year.  I like to think that this helps us form a community of Christian learners that truly care for each other.
Friday Folders will come home each Friday with our newsletters in them.  It is very important that you read these newsletters.  It keeps you informed as to what is going on in the school, and assures that your child has the things they need for special class projects.  

G

Good-byes-You are welcomed to bring your child to the classroom for the first few days (or weeks) of school.  When it is time to say good-bye, please make your good-byes short and, if your child has problems with separating, assure them that you will be back to get them when school is over.  There may be some tears, but I assure you that they don’t last long and soon they will become involved in the day’s activities.
Gym- that’s where we go for P.E.  The Kindergarteners have 2- 30 minute P.E. sessions a week.  Please make sure that your child has tennis shoes on each Monday and Wednesday so that they are ready for P.E. activities.

Graduation-At the end of the school year, we hold a Kindergarten graduation service.  

H

Homework- Kindergarteners will have homework.  It will be sent home on Monday and may be sent back any day, Tues., - Fri.  They should do their best work.  This helps to build responsibility and prepares them for homework in the coming years.  Plus, it makes them feel big!

Hands-on-learning- Lots of Kindergarten learning is done, not with pencil and paper, but with stuff.  It is the way they learn best.  That’s why they probably don’t have as many worksheets as you’d expect, but we do have lots of teddy bear counters, and pattern blocks and jewels and linking cubes and on and on and on!
Help at home- Help your child learn the following pieces of information, if they don’t know them already-full name, parent’s names, address, phone number and birthday.  They should also be able to write their first name, capital letter first, then lowercase letters.  Most 5 year olds can count up to around 30.  And…..it’s really helpful if they can tie their shoes and manage their coats, etc., but not necessary.  And, oh yes, .read to them daily!
I

Illness- Please do not send your child to school if they are sick or  have had a temperature in the last 24 hours,  I know they will tell you that they really want to come to school, but sick children are more comfortable at home and  you keep others from getting sick by not sharing your germs.
I Can Read Notebook- Students will begin a collection of songs and poems that we are learning in the classroom.  They will bring them home to practice reading/singing to the family.  Please praise and encourage these beginning reading efforts.  They are so proud!
J

Just for fun-Sometimes we have special 1 day units-just for fun. (Like Cowboy day or Backwards day!)  Check the weekly newsletter to find out when they are scheduled.
K

Kindergarten Kids love to learn and are proud to share their new knowledge.  Please remember to ask them about their day and what exciting things they have learned.  

L

Library-On Mondays, (or the first day of a week), students may check out 1 book.  If they have 2 books checked out and not returned, they must return at least 1 book before they can go to the library again.  Late book fee slips are sent home each Monday.

Lunch-Please feel welcome to come eat lunch with your child.  Our lunch time is at 11:00 a.m. in the church basement.  The lunch menu calendar is included in the school newsletter.  Lunch tickets are available from Mrs. Hardwick in the office.  Please remind your child each morning what their lunch plan is for the day.  When they get to the room, they will need to know if they are getting school lunch, milk, or lunch box.
M
Math- We will work on counting, writing numbers, recognizing shapes, patterns telling time, graphing, measuring, recognizing coins and counting money and lots more!

Mileage Club-As part of Zion’s wellness program, students get exercise and earn tokens by walking during designated recess time.  The walking course is entirely on school grounds and students may walk as little or as much as they want.  

Money sent to school should be in an envelope, marked with the child’s name and what it is for.

Music-We sing every day.  Your child will be learning lots of new songs. Many of these will be in their I CAN READ Notebooks.   We also have a K, 1st and 2nd grade choir which practices once a week and sings in church many times throughout the year.  You will be getting a schedule of services soon.  We expect that all students will participate in choir.

Medicine-Any meds that need to be given during the day must be taken to the office and will be administered by Mrs. Hardwick.  If your child needs a cough drop, you may send those to school, with a note stating how many/how often they may have one.  I will keep those in my desk.
N

Newsletter-The school newsletter comes home every Friday with school news.  The Kindergarten News comes home every Friday with K classroom news.  PLEASE CHECK YOUR CHILD’S FRIDAY FOLDER and READ THESE 2 IMPORTANT ITEMS!  
Nurse- Mrs. Hardwick takes care of minor cuts and scrapes.  For more serious injuries and sudden illnesses, she will contact you.  Please be sure to let her know of any changes in your contact numbers.
O.

Outside- Children will have outside recess unless it is raining or less than 25 degrees.  Please dress them appropriately for the weather.

P

Parties- Room parents plan 3 parties each year-Thanksgiving, Christmas and Valentine’s Day.

P.E.-We already mentioned this.  It’s in the gym on Monday and Wednesday!
Phonics-Through daily phonics instruction, your child will learn about letters, sounds, words, syllables, sentences and most likely, learn to read!

Pray- We will be praying for your family at a chapel service sometime during the school year.  Please keep our students and staff in your prayers also.
PTL-The Parent Teacher League meets monthly, their first meeting being a meal and school open house.  Its main function is to raise money for the school.  Watch the newsletter for meeting dates and times.

Q

Questions-If this is your first year at Zion, I’m sure you’ll have lots of questions.  Please don’t be afraid to ask me or another parent any question. The Kindergarten year is when we learn the routines that help our classroom and school run smoothly
Quiet-time is after the second recess during the first semester of the year, depending on how each class functions.  Plastic fold-up rest mats are available in the back-to-school aisles of local stores.  They are stored in each child’s locker when not in use
R

Recess-Kindergarteners have 3 recesses each day.  Please dress them for outside play, with closed toe and closed heel shoes.

Restroom-Please make sure that your child can take care of his/her own bathroom needs.  They are encouraged to use the restrooms after each recess.  We do have a bathroom in our classroom which they can use whenever needed.  (If your child has wetting problems, please send a change of clothes in a zip lock bag that they can keep in their locker or backpack for such emergencies.  This keeps us from having to bother you at home or work, and makes it less embarrassing for the student.)

Report cards are handed out at the end of each quarter.  Conferences are held first and third quarters.

Room parents-Please let me know if you’d like to be one.  Please indicate on the Parent Participation Sheet how involved you would like to be in our classroom and return it to me on one of the first days of school..
Read to your child daily!  (I know I’ve already said it once, but, it’s really one of the most important things you can do for your child! )
S

Scholastic Book Club-I will send home monthly book order forms.  If you’d like to order, please fill out the form on the back and return with cash or check made out to Scholastic Book Club.  Bonus points earned are redeemed for more books and fun stuff for our classroom. 
School supplies-Most of our school supplies do not need to have the student’s name on them because they are combined and used as classroom supplies since they will be shared.  Please put names on notebooks, folders, binders and rest mats  
Show and tell- Students will bring home a brag bag when it is their turn for show and tell.  Each day we will have 2 show and tells.
Snacks-During afternoon free time, the children are offered a snack.  They can choose to eat a snack or not.   I ask that each child bring a snack at the beginning of each month that can be shared by 17 children  A healthy snack that can be eaten quickly and with little mess, such as dry cereal, crackers, fruit roll-ups, Teddy grahams, or goldfish are good choices.   They may also get themselves a glass of water.
Science-We will begin to develop an awareness of the world in which we live.  Some of our topics will include our bodies, plants, animals, and the 4 seasons.

Social Studies curriculum focuses on the students and how they relate to family, classroom, school and their community.

T

Tardy-If your child gets into the classroom after 8:00 a.m.; they will go to the office for a tardy slip.  Please see the Parent /Student Handbook for the entire tardy policy.  It is important to be at school on time so that they can get settled in and ready for the day.

U

Unique-God has created each child as a unique individual.  Each child will get the opportunity to tell us about themselves when it is their turn to be the TOP CHEF!

V
Visitors must sign in at the school office. For your child’s safety, all other doors are locked from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

W

Wednesday is chapel day.

X

EXtra clothes may be kept in your child’s locker if they have a problem with wetting themselves.

EXciting! - That’s what Kindergarten is!  

Y
You are your child’s first and most important teacher!

Younger siblings may not be taken on field trips.
Z
Zzzzz-Please make sure your child gets a good night’s sleep.  It helps them to be alert and ready to learn each day

Zion Lutheran School is happy to have you as part of our family.  
